
 May 28, 2020 
 
Dear Franktown Families, 
 
Bookmark our new webpage. 
 
Here we go again!  We have been moved out of school for the second time this year - first for 
Corona closure and now due to construction.  As of Friday 29, 2020, we will officially close our 
school.... again… for a couple of months.  With all the “excitement” of the Corona closure, our 
construction project has really taken a back seat.  However, we are in full swing with 
construction.  Nearly 50 construction workers per day are working to improve the learning 
environment for your children thanks to your generous support of the DCSD Bond last 
November. 
 
This probably brings up another issue you might be wondering about, “What will School Look 
like in the fall?”  That is a great question, and I’ve learned over the last few months that agility is 
essential when faced with ever changing data.  What we know for sure is that DCSD has 
created task forces to create plans for educating your children in Fall 2020.  These task forces 
will create a plan that considers the input from all our community stakeholders including our 
parents, students, and staff. Of course, we will also adhere to the most current guidelines from 
the State of Colorado, Center for Disease Control, and Tri-County Health.  I also know that 
school will not look like it did March 13 before we left for spring break nor will it look like it did 
April through May.  The work of the task force should have a plan ready with contingencies by 
mid-July.  Look for additional communication in mid-July with further details about fall of 2020. 
 
We really do need to take a moment to celebrate tremendous successes of our school and 
community during the Corona closure.  In a matter of a week or two, staff who committed years 
and in some cases decades to perfecting teaching/learning the only way we ever considered, 
in-person, completely revamped our practices to be able to deliver instruction through a 13” 
screen. This was monumental.  Equally astounding was the effort and support provided by each 
of you.  Maybe you continued to work as an essential worker, or perhaps you worked from 
home. Either way, all of you also assumed another full-time job of supporting your children in 
their online learning journey.  Each one of you had so many opportunities to find fault….. But not 
our school, not our community. You only demonstrated a positive attitude and a committed 
effort to ensure the success of our students.  We worked together to make the best of an 
unimaginable circumstance. When preparing for online learning I used a few clips from Apollo 
13,  “With all due respect sir, I believe this will be our finest hour”... and it was.  If your family 
would like access to additional learning resources for the summer please click here.  
 
Finally, we need to celebrate a few members of our staff who are making changes for the 20-21 
school year.  Ms. Amber Tuller has resigned to have additional focus on her family, Ms. Kara 
Ylitalo has taken a full time choral music teacher position in Brush, Colorado, Ms. Kennedy 
Mason is moving to Iowa with her fiance’, Mrs. Strapac will move to third grade to join Mr. 
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Henley and Ms. Stewart, and lastly, Ms. Chandra Baca will transition from her role as 
Professional Learning Specialist to be our new Assistant Principal.   Please help me to 
congratulate our staff who are transitioning into new roles.  
 
Again, in my 24 years of school administration, never have I been more proud of a school and 
our community and what we have done for our students and your children.  Thank you. 
 

 
Mark Harrell, Principal 
Franktown Elementary School 
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